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EITHER  TO  PROHIBIT  THE  IMPORTATION  OF  FO- 
REIGN MELASSES  INTO  THE  BRITISH  COLONIES 
ON    TH£    CONTINENT    OF   AMERICA, 

OR  TO  PROHIBIT  THE  DISTILLING  OF  ANY  MELASSES 
WHATEVER  IN  THOSE  COLONIES. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


WHETHER  it  be  the  importatioa 
of  foreign  melafles,  or  the  diftil- 
ling  of  any  melafles,  either  foreign  or 
Britifh,  that  the  Weft  India  Planters  pro- 
pofe  to  prohibit,  is  not  yet  known  to  the 
Writer  of  thefe  Obfervations  :  Nor  is  it 
of  much  confequence,  becaufe  there  is 
very  little  of  the  argument  therein  ufed 
that  does  not  operate  equally  againft 
either  propofltion. 
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A  LTHO'  it  be  a  principle  of  modern  coloniza- 
tion, that  the  Commerce  of  a^Colonyfliould  be 
fubordinate  to  that  of  the  Country  on  which  it  de- 
pends, yet  as  Colonies  are  among  themfelves  per- 
fectly equal,  it  is  neither  politic  nor  juft,  toimpofe 
reftraints  on  the  trade  of  one,  in  order  to  favour 
that  of  another.  Though,  therefore,  our  naviga- 
tion laws  fecured  to  the  Mother  Country  the  mo- 
nopoly of  all  fuch  parts  of  its  Colony  Trade  as  it 
could  carry  on  with  advantage ;  yet,  between  the 
feveral  Colonies  no  monopoly  was  eftablilhed,  nor 
any  reftraint  whatever  impofed.  Foreign  veflels 
were  excluded  from  them  all;  but  in  Britilh  veflels 
they  might  import  the  produce  of  Foreign  Plan- 
tations as  freely  as  that  of  our  own.  On  this  foot- 
ing the  Colony  Trade  continued  till  1 732.   The 
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Well-India  Planters  then  complained  that  tlie 
trade  of  the  French  Sugar  Illands  was  flourilliing, 
whilft  theirs  was  on  the  decline.— This  they  at- 
tributed in  a  great  nicafure  to  the  trade  which  was 
carried  on  bet  ween  the  former  and  our  Colonies  on 
the  Continent;  and  therefore  they  prayed  that  that 
trade  might  be  reflrained,  by  impofingfuch  duties 
on  it  as  might  fccure  to  them  the  fupply  of  all 
the  articles  of  Weft-Indianproduce  that  the  Norrti 
Americans  ihould  ftand  in  need  of. — One  of  the 
duties  they  propofed,  was  6d.  per  gallon  on  all 
Foreign  melaffes.  This  in  particular  met  with 
confiderablc  oppofition  in  Parliament.  Sir  John 
Barnard,  who  appears  in  general  to  have  been  a 
ilrenuous  advocate  for  the  Sugar  Colonies,  yet 
thought  this  a  very  improper  mode  of  encouraging 
them;  becaufe,  in  proportion  as  it  proved  beneficial 
to  them,  it  would  be  detrimental  to  the  Colonies 
on  the  Continent.  He  is  dated  to  have  faid,  that, 
"  as  the  trade  then  flood  between  our  Northera 
**  Colonies  and  the  French  Sugar  Iflands,  it  ap- 
'*  peared  that  our  Colonies  bought  melaffes  of 
**  them  at  a  very  low  price,  and  diftlUcdthem  in- 
*'  to  rum;  by  which  they  provided  themfelves,  at 
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**  a  fmall  charge,  with  an  article  fo  neceffiry  for 
"  them  in  their  trade  with  the  Indians,  and  in 
*'  theirfilhing  trade.  They  had,  it  was  true,  moll 
'^  of  their  materials  for  making  this  rum  from 
"  the  French;  but  then  the  manufiidture  was  all 
^*  their  own,  and  thereby  a  great  many  of  our  fub- 
"  jcfts  in  that  part  of  the  world  were  employed 
"  and  maintained. — As  to  a  fmall  duty  onforeign 
•'  rum  and  melafles,  he  would  not  be  altogether 
"  againft  it ;  but  then  it  ought  only  to  be  a  fmall 
"  duty,  for  the  fake  of  giving  an  advantage  to 
**  our  own  Sugar  Colonies  in  that  refpedt,  not 
"  fuch  a  high  duty  as  was  in  a  manner  equal 
"  to  a  prohibition  ;  for  that  was  granting  a 
"  monopoly  to  our  Sugar  Illands,  with  refpedt 
•*  to  a  commodity  that  is  abfolutcly  neceflary 
**  for  our  Northern  Colonies,  both  in  their 
**  filhlng  trade,  and  in  their  trade  with  the  na- 
'*  tive  Indians; — and  as  the  French  w^ere  our 
rivals  in  both  thofe  trades,  we  were  abo«t  to 
give  them  a  certain  advantage  over  our  own 
"  Colonies."  The  Weft-Indian  intereft,  how- 
ever, prevailed,  and  by  the  6th  of  George  II. 
c.  13,  the  propofed  duties  were  laid  on.     But 
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Government  appears  to  have  been  fo  well  coiv» 
vinced  of  the  juftice  of  Sir  John  Barnard's  rca^ 
foning,  that  no  ferious  attempt  was  ever  made 
to  enforce  the  payment  of  the  duty  on  mclaffcs. 
Great  quantities  were  ftill  imported,  and  new 
diftiUeries  credted  every  year. 


In  the  year  1750,  the  Weft-India  Merchants 
and  Planters  made  a  new  effort  to  monopolize 
to  themfelves  the  trade  of  North  America. 
They  prefented  a  petition  to  Parliament,  ftating 
the  many  difadvantagcs  which  refulted  from  the 
trade  between  North  America  and  the  Foreign 
Iflands,  and  the  great  benefit  and  encourage- 
ment which  our  Sugar  Iflands  would  derive 
from  the  total  prohibition  of  that  trade  ;— -and 
they  concluded,' with  praying  that  an  A(^  might 
be  paffed  for  that  purpofe.— -Counteic  petitions 
were  thereupon  prefented  by  the  Agents  for  all 
the  Continental  Colonies,  praying  for  time  to 
receive  inftrij<ftions  from  their  Conftituents  re- 
lative to  fo  alarming  a  meafure.  And  a  petition 
was  prefented  by  the  Merchants  interefted  in  the 
North  American  trade,  giving  a  full  anfwer  to 
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the  allegations  contained  in  the  Weft-India  pc* 
tition.  As  to  the  article  of  melaflcs  in  particu- 
lar, they  inlifted  that  fome  of  the  moft  eflential 
branches  of  the  American  trade  muft  be  ruined^ 
if  the  propofcd  prohibition  lliould  take  place ; 
for  that  they  could  not  afford  to  purchafe  Weft- 
India  rum,  nor  could  they  get  melafles  from 
our  own  Iflands  at  any  price  at  which  they  could 
afford  to  diftil  them.  TheHoufe  of  Commons 
fecm  to  have  been  fatisfied  of  the  impolicy  of 
the  propofcd  prohibition;  for  the  matter  dropped 
in  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  which 
the  petitions  were  referred.  Things,  therefore, 
remained  on  thefootingof  the  Aft  of  6th  of  G.  II. 
which  was  continued,  from  time  to  time,  till  the 
year  1764;  when  it  was,  withfeveral  alterations, 
made  perpetual.  Thofe  alterations  were  almoft 
all  in  favour  of  the  Weft-India  Iflands.  And 
yet  at  that  time,  when  Parliament  went  greater 
lengths  than  they  had  ever  before  done,  in  lay- 
ing reftraints  on  the  trade  of  America,  it  feems 
to  have  been  underftood,  that  it  would  be  im- 
politic to  difcourage  the  diftilleries,  or  to  pro- 
hibit the  impprtation  of  foreign  melafles.     For, 
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although  duties,  amounting  to  prohibitions, 
were  laid  on  almoft  every  other  article  of  foreign 
Wefl-India  produce,  the  duty  on  foreign  me- 
laffes  was  reduced  to  3d.  per  gallon.  This,  it 
was  thought,  the  trade  would  be  able  to  bear, 
without  any  fenfible  inconvenience.  The  Ame- 
ricans, however,  conceived,  that  the  advance  in 
the  price  of  rum  which  even  this  duty  Vk'ould  oc- 
cafion,  would  be  prejudicial  to  their  trade  ;  and 
Governor  Bernard,  in  one  of  his  letters,  profelTes 
himfelf  to  be  of  that  opinion.  By  the  Adt  that 
pafled  this  year,  the  importation  of  Foreign 
Plantation  fpirits  into  the  Colonies  was  totally 
prohibited ;  a  meafure  that  operated  as  much 
infav'our  of  the  American  diftillerics,  as  of  the 
Weft-India  Iflands.  In  the  following  year,  the 
oppofition  to  the  Stamp  Adi  brought  the  Ame- 
ricans, and  thofe  concerned  in  their  trade,  to 
adt  together  with  greater  concert,  and  more  ef- 
fedt,  than  they  had  ever  before  done.  The  re- 
ftraints  that  had  been  laid  on  them  in  favour  of 
the  Weft-Indies,  became  one  of  the  fubjcfts  of 
complaint.  Mr.  Pitt  (afterwards  Lord  Chat- 
ham) in  his  fpeech  on  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp 
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A&.,  recommended  a  revifal  of  the  whole  com- 
mercial fyftem  of  America  ;  and  complained  in 
particular  "  that  improper  reftraints  had  been 
**  laid  on  the  Continent  in  favour  of  the  Iflands." 
In  1766,  the  fubjedt  was  very  thoroughly  in- 
veftigated,  and  the  refult  was,  that  Government 
were  fatisfied  that  almoft  every   reftridion  on 
our  communication  with  Foreign  Plantations, 
was  a  reftridtion  unfavourable  to  ourfelves.  The 
Weft-Indians  beginning  to  be  afraid  that  all  the 
reftraints  that  they  had  got  impofed  on  North 
America  would  be  removed,  their  Committee 
thought  fit  to  make  advances  towards  a  com- 
promife.     They  were  willing  to  let  all  the  new 
prohibitory  duties  of  1 764  be  taken  off,  and  the 
duty  on  melalics   reduced  to    id.  per  gallon; 
provided  the  old  duties  of  1733  were  in  other 
refpefts  permitted  to  continue.     To  this    the 
American  Committee  confcnted,  and  this  agree* 
ment  formed  the  balis  of  the  6th  of  Georse  III. 
c.  52,  l)y  which  a   duty  of  only  id.  per  gallon 
was  laid  on  mclafles,  whether  Ikitiili  or  Fo- 
reign,  imported  into  the  Colonies  on  the  Con- 
tinent.   Subjedl  only  to  this  duty  (with  the  ad- 
dition 


"*^w*"m'~ 


jsmammmmm 


I    8     ] 

ditiOn  of  fuch  Provincial  duties  as  may  have 
been  impofed  for  the  purpofes  of  Provincial  re- 
venue) foreign  melaffes  may  at  prefent  be  im- 
ported in  Brithh  veffels  into  our  remaining  Co- 
lonics in  North  America.  It  appears  from  this 
review,  that  the  permiflion  to  diftil  melaffes 
has  hitherto  been  thought  effential  to  the  p  ro- 
fperity  of  the  North  American  Colonies.  In  not 
enforcing  the  firft  duty — in  fixing  only  a  mode- 
rate duty  on  foreign  melaffes,  when  prohibitory 
duties  were  laid  on  almoft  all  other  articles  of 
Foreign  Plantation  produce — and  in  finally  re- 
ducing even  that  fecond  duty,  and  putting  Fo- 
reign and  Britilh  melaffes  on  the  fame  footings 
feveral  fucceffive  Adminiftrations  have  fhewn 
their  conviction  of  the  truth  of  this  propofi- 
tion.  Yet  at  no  former  period  would  a  prohi- 
bition have  been  half  fo  impolitic  as  it  would  be 
now.  This,  it  is  prefumed,  will  appear  from 
the  following  objeftions  to  the  propofed  mea- 
fure :— * 

I  ft.     As  great  quantities  of  mm  are  ufed 
in  the  Indian  Trade,  and  in  the  Fifheries,  the 
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country  that  can  furnifh  that  article  the  cheap- 
iell,  muft  neceflarily  have  the  advantage  in 
thofe  branches  of  Trade.  To  put  a  flop  to  the 
Diftilleries  in  our  remaining  Colonies,  and 
oblige  them  to  ufe  only  Weft-India  rum,  would 
be  to  give  the  United  States  fuch  a  decided 
advantage  in  thofe  Trades,  as  to  render  all 
competition  with  them  utterly  impradbicable* 
For  the  rum  diftilled  in  the  North  American 
Colonies,  was  always  confiderably  cheaper  than 
that  imported  from  the  Weft-Indies,  and  was 
juft  as  acceptable  to  the  Indians  and  the  Filher- 
men  as  the  higheft-priced  fpirits  that  the 
Iflands  produced.  Every  monopoly  neceflarily 
occafions  an  augmentation  of  price  ;  and  the 
Weft-Indians  having  our  North  American 
Colonies  at  their  mercy,  may  carry  that  aug- 
mentation to  whatever  length  they  think  fit. 
The  Americans,  on  the  other  hand,  being,  by 
this  prohibition,  freed  from  all  competitors 
in  the  purchafe  of  foreign  melafles,  will  be  able 
to  procure  that  article  on  better  terms,  and 
confequently  fell  their  rum  cheaper  than  they 
ever  did  before.  This  prohibition  will  therefore, 
iffi  all  probability,  greatly  increafe  the  ditfercnce 
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between  the  prices  of  American  and  Weft  India 
rum.  And  to  the  extent  of  that  difference,  an 
advantage  will  be  given  to  the  fubjefts  of  the 
United  States  over  our  own  Colonifts.  A  gallon 
of  American  rum  will  purchafe  as  much  peltry 
as  a  gallon  of  Weft  India  rum.  If  the  Ameri- 
can can furnifli his  rum  for  is.  3d.  ot  is.  6d.  per 
gallon,  and  the  Canadian  trader  is  obliged  to 
life  Weft  India  rum,  which  ftands  him  in  from 
2s.  9d.  to  3s.  6d.  (or  as  much  more  as  the  Weft 
Indians  may  think  fit  to  charge)  it  is  manifeft, 
that  the  latter  muft  inftantly  be  beat  out  of  the 
trade.  The  fame  obfervation  holds  with  regard 
to  the  Fiftieries.  The  quantity  of  rum  confumed 
in  them  is  very  great.  It  is  a  part  of  the  ex- 
pence  of  carrying  them  on.  If,  as  far  as  that 
article  goes,  the  Americans  carry  on  theirs  at 
one  half,  or  one  third  lefs  expence  than  we  do 
ours,  it  is  clear,  that  we  muft  fell  our  filli  {o 
much  dearer,  and  confequently  cannot  difpofe 
of  a  lingle  quintal  at  any  market  which  they  can 
fupply.  Independent  of  this  advantage  pro- 
pofed  to  be  given  to  the  Americans  by  pofitivc 
law,  they  are  fuppofed  to  poflefs  already  fuch 
natural  advantages  as  to  render  bounties  necef- 

fl\ry. 
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fary,  to  enable  our  Colonills  to  enter  into  com- 
petition with  them.  It  would  be  a  whiralical 
lyftem  to  give  a  bounty  with  one  hand,  and  to 
lay  on  a  tax  more  than  equivalent  to  that  bounty 
with  the  other.  Whatever  augmentation  in  the 
price  of  rum  the  propofed  prohibition  may  oc- 
cafion,  will,  in  reality,  be  a  tax  upon  our  Filh- 
eries,  and  a  bounty  on  thofe  of  the  United  States. 
If  a  prohibition  had  exifled  before,  it  would  now 
be  neceffary  to  take  it  off.  In  the  years  1764 
and  1 766,  when  the  two  lad  regulations,  relative 
to  the  importation  of  melaffcs,  were  made,  the 
whole  Continent  belonged  to  us :  we  had  then 
no  competitor  in  the  Fur  Trade,  nor  any  rival 
Diftilleries  at  our  door  to  take  advantage  of  the 
lloppage  of  ours.  Yet  even  in  that  (ituation  it 
was  not  thought  fit  to  prohibit  the  dillilling  of 
melafles.  On  the  contrary,  the  duty  on  their  im- 
portation was  lowered.  Yet  a  meafure  that  was 
not  thought   politic  in  thofe  circumftances   is 

propofed  now  that  the  American  States  are  be-r 
come  our  rivals,  and  when  it  is  by  means  of  their 
Diftilleries  that  this  rivallhip  is  to  be  fupported. 
\yhat  other  meafure  could  i^iey  themfclvcs.de-. 


r 


C:5 


VI 


fo 


I      12      1 

vife  Jn  order  to  fecure  a  complete  fuperiority 
over  our  Colonifts  in  the  Filhery  and  Fur  Trade  ? 
The  mealure  propofed  operates  doubly  in  their 
favour. — It  not  only  augments  the  price  of  rum 
to  our  Colonifts,  by  eftablilhing  a  monopoly  of  it 
againft  them,  but  it  lowers  the  price  of  theirs, 
by  leaving  them  without  any  competition  in  the 
purchafe  of  melafles  at  the  Foreign  Iflands. 
The  policy  required  by  our  prefent  fituation 
feems  obvioully  to  be,  to  take  off  even  the  pre- 
fent duties  on  melafles,  and  to  give  every  pof- 
fible  encouragement  to  the  Diftilleries,  as  the 
furcft  method  of  lowering  the  price  of  rum. 
If  the  duties  on  the  importation  of  the  melafles 
ihould  not  be  taken  off*,  it  would  at  all  events  be 
proper  to  allow  a  draw-back  when  the  rum  di- 
flilled  from  them  is  exported  to  Newfoundland. 
This  is  the  likelieft  method  of  preventing  that 
Ifland  from  being  fupplied  with  New  England 
rum.  If  we  mean  to  attempt  to  cope  with  the 
Americans  in  the  Fiftieries  and  Fur  Trade,  we 
muft  take  the  fame  means  that  they  do,  to  fup- 
ply  our  (elves  at  the  cheapefl;  rate  with  the  mate- 
vials  for  carrying^  thofe  trades.     The  comp©- 
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tition  between  the  Weft  India  rum,  and  the  rum 
diftilled  in  our  North  American  Colonies,  has  a 
tendency  to  keep  both  at  a  reafonable  price.  To 
create  a  competition,  even  if  none  had  previ- 
ouily  exifted,  would  be  an  expedient  meafure  ; 
but  to  deftroy  the  competition,  and  create  a  mo- 
nopoly, with  regard  to  a  commodity  whofe 
cheapnefs  is  eflential  to  the  advantageous  profe- 
cution  of  the  two  branches  of  trade  that  have 
been  mentioned,  is  fuch  a  meafure  as  cannot, 
confiftently  with  any  principle  of  policy,  be 
propofed  or  adopted. 


2d.  This  meafure  will  injure  our  Fiflieries  in 
another  way,  by  cutting  off  one  of  the  markets 
now  open  for  their  produce.  The  French,  at 
prefent,  take  fifli  from  us  in  return  for  the  me- 
laflcs  we  take  from  them.  But  if  we  ceafe  to 
take  their  melaffes,  we  Ihall  lofe  the  fale  of 
{o  much  of  our  filh.  As  long  as  they  think  fit 
to  permit  this  trade,  it  would  not  be  advifeable 
for  us  to  Ihut  ourfelves  out  from  a  Ihare  in  it ; 
for  the  effed  of  the  exclufion  would  be  to  give 

the 
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the  French  arid  American  Filhery  an  additional 
encouragement  at  the  expcnce  of  ours. 


;d.  To  the  mcafiire  of  prohibiting  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  melaffes,  there  occurs  one 
objedion,  which  does  not  ?pply,  if  the  propofal 
be  to  prohibit  the  diftilling,  but  not  the  im- 
jx)rting  them.     It  is  this— 


As  the  common  drink  of  the  people  in  our 
Northern  Colonics  is  fpruce-bcer,  in  whicii  rne- 
laflcs  are  a  neceffary  ingredient,  it  would  l>e  a 
great  hardfhip  to  prevent  ihc  importation  of 
that  article  from  whatever  place  it  can  be  got 
cheapcft.  It  would  be  impolTible  to  brew  fpruce- 
bcer  for  common  ufc,  from  the  melalTes  of  our 
lllands,  even  at  their  prefcmt  price— ftill  lef§ 
at  the  augmented  price  which  they  would  bear^ 
if  the  proposed  prohibition  fliould  take  place.— r 
It  is  obvious,  that  the  Weil-India  Planter  will 
never  fell  his  melaffes  for  much  lefs  than  he  can 
get  for  the  rum  into  which  he  may  convert 
them.  The  beer  brewed  from  fuch  melaffes 
wQuld  come  n\uch  too  dear  for  the  confumption 
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of  the  common  people,  who  muft,  therefore,  be 
totally  deprived  of  that  wholefome  beverage  to 
which  they  have  always  been  accuflomed. 

4th.  The  employment  of  Ihipping  is  tlie 
great  objedt  of  Colony  Trade.  Now,  the  im- 
portation of  melafles,  to  be  afterwards  diflilled, 
will  employ  more  Ihipping  than  the  importation 
of  rum.  For  Weft-India  rum  may  be  made 
greatly  over-proof,  and  will  of  courfe  be  fent  in 
that  ftate  for  the  purpofe  of  fa ving  freight :  fo 
that  ICO  gallons  Imported,  may,  when  pro- 
perly lowered,  fupply  the  market  with  at  leaf! 
125  gallons.  Whereas,  from  1 00  gallons  of  me- 
lafles imported,  no  morc  than  100  gallons  of 
common  proof  rum  can  come  into  the  market. 
It  is  manifeft,  therefore,  that  if  all  the  rum 
confumed  in  our  North  American  Colonies  were 
furnilhed  from  melafles  imported,  one  fourtl\ 
more  Ihipping  would  be  employed,  than  it- 
over-proof  rum  were  imported  in  the  tii U .  in.-, 
(lance,  and  afterwards  lowered  for  ufc. 
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5th.  The  foregoing  objeftions  are  dated  on 
the  fuppofition,  that  the  Weft  Indians  are  cer- 
tain, if  the  propofed  prohibition  takes  place,  of 
having  the  fupply  of  all  the  rum  that  would 
otherwife.be  diftilled  in  our  North  American 
Colonies.     But  there  is  every  reafon  to  believe^ 
that  the  fuppreflionof  the  Diftilleries  in  thofe  Co- 
lonies would  be  a  much  greater  encouragement 
to  the  Diftilleries  of  the  United  States,  than  to 
thofe  in  our  Weft  India  Iflands.    The  difference 
that  there  muft  be  between  the  prices  of  New 
England  and  Weft  India  rum  will  be  a  temp- 
tation to  fmuggling,  and  there  does  not  feem  to 
be  a  poflibility  of  preventing  it.     To  guard  the 
whole  Coaft  of  Nova  Scotia,  the  Gulph  and  Ri^ 
ver  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  Banks  of  New- 
foundland, is   abfolutely  impracticable.      The 
French,  it  is  faid,  have  even  found  it  impofliblc 
to  prevent  the  fmuggling  of  rum  into  the  fmall 
Iftands  of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon.     Our  Fifh- 
eries  would  be  entirely  fupplied  with  New  Eng- 
land rum— Nova  Scotia  is  acceflible  in  every 
part — Even  with  the  internal  parts  of  Canada 
file  Americans  have   an  eafy  communication^ 

and 
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and  have  already  begun  to  carry  on  an  illicit 
traffic.  As  they  have  now  loft  the  great  market 
they  had  for  their  rum  on  the  Coaft  of  Africa, 
it  becomes  the  more  important  to  them  to  endea- 
vour to  get  thefupply  of  our  Colonies  and  Fifh- 
eries,  to  which  nothing  can  fo  effeiflually  contri- 
bute as  the  fuppreflion  of  the  Diftilleries  in  thofe 
Colonies.  Were  the  Americans  themfelves  to 
have  the  choice  of  the  meafures  beft  adapted  for 
the  attainment  of  that  end,  this  would  certainly 
be  the  firft  that  they  would  propofe.  In  1764 
and  1 766,  all  idea  of  fuppreffing  the  Diftillieries 
was  given  up,  even  by  the  Weft  Indians.  They 
acquicfced  in  the  encouragement  given  them  in 
the  latter  year  by  the  reduftion  of  the  duty  on 
melafles— Yet,  if  the  prohibition  had  then  taken 
place,  it  muft  have  operated  effedually  in  favour 
of  the  Weft  Indians.  Whereas  now,  though 
the  injury  our  North  American  Colonies  will 
fuifer  from  it  be  certain,  the  gain  to  any  body 
but  the  United  States  is  extremely  doubtfuj. 


The  fuppreflion  of  each  Diftillery  in  our  Co- 
lonies will  be  a  premium  for  the  ere(5tion  of  one 

D  in 
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In  the  American  Stares ;  and  the  Weft  Indiana 
will  find,  that  by  getting  rid  of  the  fair  compe- 
tition of  their  fellow  fubjeds,  they  have  only 
been  encouraging  the  clandelline  trade  of  a  fo- 
reign rival.  It  ought  to  be  confidered,  that  this 
is  not  a  fubjeft  for  hazarding  an  experiment ;  be- 
caufe,  if  the  prohibition  Ihould  take  place,  and 
the  apprehenfions  relative  to  its  confequenccs 
ihould  turn  out  to  be  well  founded,  a  repeal  of 
the  law  would  not  remedy  the  evil.  Our  Diftil- 
leries  will  be  flopped— -the  trade  will  be  broke 
up,  and  cannot,  without  much  difficulty  and 
preparation,  be  renewed.  The  Americans  will 
have  found  the  proper  ways  of  carrying  on  the 
fmuggling  bufinefs  ;  their  channels  of  com-* 
munication  will  be  eftabliihed ;  and  when  they 
have  once  got  hold  of  the  trade,  it  will  be  ex- 
tremely difficult,  if  not  imprafticable,  to  dif- 
poflefs  them.  A  doubt  concerning  the  opera- 
tion of  the  propofed  law  is,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  ^ 
fufficient  yeafon  for  not  paffing  it, 


Suppofing,  that  notwithftanding  the  forego- 
Ipg  objections,  it  ihould  be  thought  fit  to  per- 

fift 
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fift  in  this  meafure,  the  condition  of  the  indi- 
viduals, whofe  property  would  be  affedled 
thereby,  requires  fome  confideration.  If  the 
prohibition  takes  place,  the  Diftilleries  will 
become  ufelcfs,  and  the  proprietors  of  them 
will  be  deprived  of  their  livelihood.  Not  fuf- 
pcding  that  a  trade  which  no  law  had  ever  pro- 
hibited would  bo  taken  from  them,  they  have 
Tunk  confiderable  capitals  in  eredting  the  ex- 
penfive  works  neceflary  for  carrying  it  on.  It 
cannot  be  propofed  to  deprive  them  of  the  ufc 
of  their  property,  and  take  from  them  a  bene- 
ficial employment,  without  making  them  an 
iamplc  compcnfation  for  the  lofs  they  will  fuf- 
tain.  If  the  Weft  India  Planters  think  that 
the  trade  of  the  Britiih  Diftiller  in  North 
America  interferes  with  theirs,  they  ought  cer- 
tainly to  offer  him  a  confideration  before  they 
can  defire  that  he  ihall  ceafe  to  carry  it  on.  It 
does  not  follow,  that  even  for  a  confideration 
a  man  ought  to  be  obliged  to  part  with  his 
trade  or  with  his  property,  merely  becaufe  the 
Weft  India  Planters  think  fit  to  require  it ; 
but  to  be  obliged  to  part  with  either  on  their  re- 

D  2  quifition 
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qiufition,  without  a  confideration,  would  be  aa 
injuftice  too  glaring  to  bear  to  be  Ibitcd.  In 
ftridlnefs  the  Well:  Indies  have  no  more  right  to 
require  that  melafles  ihall  not  be  diftilled  in  the 
North  American  Colonies,  than  the  North 
American  Colonies  have  to  demand  that  they 
ihall  not  be  diflilled  in  the  Weft  Indies.  Nei- 
ther requeft  would  have  the  ihadow  of  juftice, 
unlefs  accompanied  by  an  offer  of  complete  in- 
demnification to  thofe  individuals  on  whofe  pro- 
perty and  bufinefs  the  prohibition  was  diredtly 
to  operate. 

But  fuppofing  every  objection  on  the  part  of 
the  individuals  immediately  afledtcd  were  to  be 
rsmovcd  by  the  receipt  of  an  ample  fatisfadllon 
for  their  lofs,  yet  the  Colonies  to  be  confequenti- 
ally  affedted,  may  ftill  enquire  upon  what  prin- 
ciple it  is  that  the  Weft  Indians  found  their 
claim  to  have  any  nev/  rcftraint  laid  on  the  trade 
of  thofe  Colonies  ?  In  anfwcr  to  this  cncjuiiy  it 
is  faid,  that  as  in  confec^uence  of  the  exclufion 
of  American  Ihipping,  the  intercourfe  between 
the  Weft  Indies  and  that  part  of  America  which 
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xs  fubjed  to  the  United  States  is  now  cut  off, 
the  demand  for  the  lumber,  flour,  &c.  of  our  re- 
maining Colonies  on  the  Continent  will  be  greatly 
increafed,  while  the  market  for  Weft  India  pro- 
duce will  be  confiderably  diminiihed,  and  that, 
therefore,  it  is  but  reafonable  that  thofe  Colonies 
iliould  in  return  for  the  benefit  tiiey  receive, 
fubmit  to  this  prohibition,  in  order  to  compen- 
fate  the  Iflands  in  fome  degree  for  the  lofs  they 
fuftain. — Suppofing  it  even  true,  that  Great 
Britain's  refufal  to  allow  the  trade  between  the 
American  States  and  the  Weft  Indies  to  be  car- 
ried on  in  American  Ihipping,  fliould  amount  to  a 
prohibition  of  the  intercourfe  between  them, 
yet  the  propofition  grounded  upon  that  afl'umed 
fadt  could  not  be  maintained.  Whatever  change 
has  lately  taken  place  in  ^the  fituation  of  our 
Colonies  has  been  occafioned  by  the  American 
revolution,  and  not  by  any  law  that  Great 
Britain  has  pafled  relative  to  their  trade.  Had 
a  reftraint  been  impofed  on  the  Iflands,  in  order 
to  favour  the  trade  of  the  Colonies  on  the  Con- 
tinent, that  would  be  a  rcafon  why  the  latter 
iliould  fvibmit  to  a  reciprocal  reftraint  in  favour 

of 
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of  the  former.  But  an  accidental  benefit  ob- 
tained by  one  Colony  can  be  no  reafon  for  impof- 
Ing  on  it  a  legal  reftraint  in  favout  of  another. 


ti 


Although  the  American  Independence  fhould 
in  its  effefts  prove  beneficial  to  our  remaining  Co- 
lonies on  the  Continent,  by  creating  a  greater  de- 
mand for  their  produce,  yet  that  is  a  mere  ca- 
fual  advantage,  for  which  they  are  indebted  to> 
the  revolution  that  has  happened,  and  not  to 
any  ftipulation  entered  into  by  the  Iflands,  nor 
to  any  new  regulation  made  in  their  favour  by 
Great  Britain.  If  a  revolution  of  Nature  had  an- 
nihilated half  the  provinces  of  America,  the 
effedt  would  have  been  an  increafed  demand^ 
for  the  produce  of  the  remainder.  Yet  they 
would  not  therefore  have  incurred  an  obligation 
to  give  any  new  advantages  to  thofe  who  Ihould 
have  reforted  to  them,  in  confequence  of  fuch  a 
revolution.  If  the  Weft  Indies,  having  had  a 
legal  fight  to  a  free  intercourfe  with  the  United 
States,  had,  in  favour  of  our  remaining  Con- 
tinental Colonies,  confented  to  give  up  that 
right ,  or  if  Great  Britain  had,  for  that  pur- 
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pofe,  deprived  them  of  it,  they  might  with 
fome  reafon  demand,  that,  in  favour  of  their 
trade,  fome  equivalent  reflraint  ihould  be  ini- 
pofed  on  thofe  Colonies.  But  they  have  neither 
given  up,  nor  has  Great  Britain  taken  from 
them  any  right  which  they  ever  enjoyed.  They 
fiever  had  a  right  to  carry  on  their  trade  in 
foreign  ihipping.  American  Ihips  are  now 
foreign  lliips.  Great  Britain,  by  confining  the 
trade  of  our  Iflands  t-o  Britilh  veflels,  impofes 
no  new  reflraint,  but  only  refufes  to  take  off  a 
reflraint  to  which  they  were  always  fubjeft. 
Even  though  the  effeft  of  that  reflriflion 
ihould  be  to  cut  off  all  intercourfe  with  the 
United  States,  yet  neither  the  lofs  that  th^ 
Wefl  Indies  fuffer,  nor  the  advantage  that  the 
remaininf^  Colonies  on  the  Continent  might 
reap  by  our  adherence  to  our  Navigation  Laws, 
could  be  any  reafon  for  impofing  new  reflraints 
pn  the  trade  of  the  latter,  in  order  to  promote 
that  of  the  former.  It  is  eifential  to  the  mari- 
time interefl  of  Great  Britain,  that  the  reflric-r 
tion  of  which  the  Wefl  Indians  complain,  fhoulcj 
;iot  be  taken  off;  but  it  is  by  no  means  effen- 
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tial  to  that  intereft,  that  the  reflraint  propofed 
by  them  ihould  be  laid  on.  The  refufal  to  re- 
move the  one,  cannot,  therefore,  be  a  reafon  for 
impofing  the  other. 

Even  if  the  argument  of  the  Weft  Indians 
were  in  other  refpefts  juft,  it  refls  entirely  on 
the  affumed  fadl,  that,  by  the  reftriftion  to 
Britilh  veflels,  their  intercourfe  with  the 
United  States  is  either  entirely  cut  off,  or 
greatly  diminifhed.  That  fuch  either  is,  or 
will  be  the  effeft  of  that  rcftri(5lion,  has  not 
hitherto  been  proved ;  yet  until  it  is,  they  have 
not  even,  on  their  own  principle,  a  pretext 
for  their  prefent  demand.  The  prices  which 
Weft  India  produce  bears  in  our  Illands,  exhi- 
bit no  fymptoms  of  a  diminiihed  confumption ; 
and  if  their  trade  has  not  yet  fuffered  by  the 
American  revolution,  there  is  no  probability 
that  it  will  fuffer  hereafter.  All  obftacles  to  ic 
on  the  part  of  America  will  ceafe,  as  foon  as 
the  States  fliall  fee  the  final  refolution  of  Great 
Britain  to  adhere  to  her  Navigation  Laws.  The 
taxes  and  exclufions  that  have  taken  place  in 
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fome  of  the  States,  with  regard  to  Britilh  flip- 
ping, are  mere  experiments  to  try  how  far  they 
can  work  on  the  apprehenfions  of  thofe  who 
dread  the  lofs  of  the  American  Trade.    But  no 
man   can  be  fanguine  enough  to  expert  that 
they  will  perfevere  in  a  policy,  which  would  be 
fo  ruinous  to  them,  and  fo  beneficial  to  our  re- 
maining Colonies.    It  is  fo  obvioufly  their  in- 
tereft  to  have  as  many  competitors  as  poflible 
for  the  articles  they  have  to  fell,  that  they 
will  never  be  mad  enough,  by  excluding  us  from 
their  market,  to  give  the  monopoly  almoft  en- 
tirely to  a  fmgle  pow^er.     But  admitting  it  to  be 
poflible  that  the  confequence  of  our  final  refo- 
lution  to  exclude   American  fhips  from  our 
Iflands,  may  be  a  total  interruption  of  the  Trade 
between  them  and  the  United  States,  yet  the 
Weft  Indians  are  fomewhat  premature  in  found- 
ing a  prefent  demand  on  a  poflible  future  event. 
It  will  be  time  enough,  when  the  ultimate  ar- 
rangement Ihall  be  made  with  regard  to  the 
United  States,  to  confider  how  far  it  may  afledb 
either  the  Weft  Indies   or  our  remaining  Co- 
lonies,   Thofe  Colonies  ought  not  to  be  made 
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the  fubjefb  of  every  experiment,  which  the 
Weft  Indians,  in  their  anxiety  for  increafing 
their  profits,  may  think  proper  to  try.  To  the 
new  fcttlers  in  them  it  muft  be  very  unpleafing 
to  fee  that  they  arc  to  be  confidered  as  merely 
fubfervient  to  the  interefts  of  the  Illands,  and 
that  the  fyftcm  of  reftraints,  formerly  fo  much 
complained  of  by  America,  is  now  to  be  car- 
f ied  much  farther  than  it  ever  was  before. 


At  all  events,  if  reftridbions  are  to  take  place, 
they  ought  undoubtedly  to  be  reciprocal.  If 
pujr  Northern  Colonies  muft  take  their  rum 
from  our  Iflands,  the  Iflands  ought  to  be  re- 
ftraii^ed  from  getting  their  lumber  and  provi- 
fions  from  the  United  State^.  The  Weft  In- 
dians cannot  expedl  that  they  are  to  get  a  mo- 
nopoly, without  granting  one  in  return ;— that 
they  are  to  tie  up  our  Continental  Colonifts, 
and  remain  at  perfed  liberty  themfelves.  It  is 
nugatory  to  fay,  that  our  Colonies  will,  in  effedt, 
have  the  monopoly  of  their  fupply.  A  monopoly 
^xifting  only  in  fpeculation  and  argument,  is  no 
confideration  for  one  that  is  to  be  fecured  by  po- 
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fitive  law.  Without  an  cxprefs  reciprocal  pro- 
hibition, the  propofal  of  the  Weft  Indians  would 
be  too  grofsly  opprcflive  and  unequal  to  be 
liftened  to  for  a  moment. 


But  a  prohibition,  even  though  reciprocal, 
\vill  be  unjuft,  unlefs  there  refults  from  it  an 
equality  of  benefit.  It  is  apprehended,  that 
with  regard  to  Canada  fuch  a  prohibition  would 
be  by  no  means  equal  or  fair.  New  Brunf- 
wick,  which  will  in  all  probability  be  foon  able 
completely  to  fupply  our  Illands  with  llmibcr, 
would  have  the  whole  of  that  trade  to  itfelf. 
No  vcffel  would  go  up  the  River  St.  Lawrence 
for  a  cargo  of  lumber,  which  they  could  get 
as  cheap  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy.  The  Weft  India 
Committee  have  alFcrted  in  one  of  their  publi- 
cations, that  no  fupplies  of  any  confeqiience 
can  ever  be  font  from  Canada  to  the  Weft  In- 
dies. On  the  other  hand,  it  is  well  known,  that 
if  the  propofed  prohibition  takes  place,  Canada 
muft  take  from  the  Weft  Indies  very  large  quan- 
tics  of  rum  to  fupply  its  cxtcnlive  confumption. 
It  is  ni.inia-ft,  rhcrcfurc,  on  their  own  ftatement, 
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that  for  a  beneficial  monopoly  gained  by  them, 
and  a  grievous  reftraint  impofed  on  Canada,  the, 
latter  would  receive  no  confideration.  Not  to 
reft  merely  on  the  aflertion  of  the  Weft  India 
Committe,  experience  has  Ihewn  how  little  Ca- 
nada is  like  to  profit  in  its  Weft  India  trade,  from 
any  event  that  has  happened,  or  any  regulation 
that  has  been  made.  As  its  exports  to  the  Weft 
Indies  have  not  increafed,  it  is  difficult  to  con- 
ceive what  the  benefit  is  for  which  it  is  called 
on  to  make  a  return.  It  would  furely  be  unjuft 
to  impofb  a  prohibition  which,  as  has  been  al- 
ready fhewn,  would  greatly  injure  their  trade 
in  feme  of  its  branches;  whilft,  at  the  fame 
time,  no  other  branch  of  it  has  been  benefited 
or  extended  by  the  regulations,  which  ferve  as 
the  pretext  for  demanding  that  prohibition.  It 
will  be  (till  more  unjuft ,  if  it  appear  that  the 
Weft  Indians  have  already  obtained  greater  ad- 
vantages in  their  Trade  with  Canada,  than  Ca- 
nada will  ever  derive  from  its  Trade  with  them. 
Before  the  War,  large  quantities  of  rum  were 
Imported  Into  Canada  from  New  England.  Of 
Weft  India  rum  there  was  hardly  any  confump- 
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tion.  But  the  importation  o(  New  England 
rum  is  now  prohibited;  and  the  Weft  Indies, 
by  means  of  that  prohibition,  have  got  the  mo* 
nopoly  of  fupplying  our  remaining  Colonies 
with  the  whole  of  the  excefs  of  their  confump* 
tion  above  what  their  Dillilleries  can  producer 
So  beneficial  is  this  prohibition  to  the  Weft 
Indies,  that  more  than  one  thoufand  puncheons 
of  their  rum  are  now  imported  into  Canada  fot 
every  hundred  that  were  imported  before.  As 
the  exports  of  Canada  to  the  Weft  Indies  have 
not  only  not  increafed  in  that  proportion,  but 
have  not  increafed  at  all,  there  is  no  ground  on 
which  the  Weft  Indians  can  reft  their  claim  to 
new  prohibitions,  unlefs  they  can  maintain,  that 
in  proportion  as  their  Trade  increafes,  that  of 
Canada  ought  to  be  reftrained;  and  that  the 
more  advantages  they  already  have  over  that 
country,  the  more  they  are  ftill  entitled  to  de- 
mand. 

As  to  Nova  Scotia,  it  is  not  fo  clear  whether 
the  advantage  it  would  derive  from  fuch  reftraint 
as  may  be  laid  on  the  Weft  Indians  in  their  trade 
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^ith  the  United  States,  might  not  in  fome  de- 
gree compenfate  for  the  inconveniences  that  the 
propofed  meafure  would  in  other  refpedts  pro* 
duce.  The  cafe  feems  to  (land  thus : — If  the 
law  ihould  pafs,  our  Colonifts  can  no  longer 
carry  on  the  Filhery  on  equal  terms  with  the 
Americans— But  though  it  Ihould  not  pafs,  they 
may  rival  the  Americans,  and  perhaps  have  the 
advantage  over  them  in  the  Lumber  Trade;  If 
the  Lumber  Trade  could  not  be  encouraged,  but 
by  a  meafure  detrimental  to  the  Filhery,  it  is  not 
clear  tiliat  it  is  the  latter  that  ought  to  be  facri- 
ficed.  But  both  may,  no  doubt,  flourilh  together; 
and  therefore  a  meafure  that  would  injure  the 
one  ought  not  to  be  adopted,  although  it  Ihould 
have  a  tendency  to  promote  the  other.  The 
prohibition,  unaccompanied  by  a  reciprocal  re- 
ftraint,  would  be  to  Nova  Scotia  (what  any  pro- 
hibition will  be  to  Canada)  mere  injury  and  op- 
preflioil,  without  the  leafl  mixture  of  benefit.— 
Even  if  the  prohibition  were  in  itfelf  ever  fo  un- 
exceptionable, yet  it  ought  not  to  be  laid  on, 
unlefs  it  be  certain  that  it  will  produce  the  effedt 
intended  by  it.  This  prohibition,  by  the  encou- 
ragement 
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ragement  it  will  give  to  fmuggling,  will  in  all 
probability  defeat  its  own  purpofe,  and  deprive 
both  our  Continental  Colonies,  and  the  Weft 
Indies,  of  a  Trade  which  the  latter  are  attempt- 
ing to  engrofs.  It  would  furely  be  much  wifer  to 
continue  to  divide  it  between  them,  than  to  give 
the  Americans  the  chance  of  taking  it  frorathem 
both. 
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